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In the 90s the representation of Central East European art demonstrated a tendency to oscillate between exoticisation and integration, both trends based on a strategic concept of difference: either a priori presumed, thus serving exclusionist practices, or neutralised in an effort to bring East–West differences under a common, “European” denominator. Lately one notices the erosion of colonialist/self-colonising attitudes, the diminishing relevance of the East-West cultural conflict as well as the increased visibility of post-socialist countries’ art due to various international publications and exhibition projects. 

In as much as the re-evaluation process of Central East European art of the 60s and 70s is slowly precipitating
, the exhibition at Galeria Plan B concentrates on a new chapter, that of post-communist transition seen in the light of works of Romanian art from the 80s and 90s. The drama and spectacle that surrounded the Romanian revolution from 1989 establish it as a decisive turning point, yet the transformation process – even if scarcely visible on the level of Romanian society – had in fact begun earlier, finding expression in local thinking and attitudes, culture and art. Whereas non-official Romanian art of the 80s represented an „aesthetic alternative” to communist power, the task of the 90s was the legitimizing of the role of the artist within the framework of the „state of urgency” generated by the extremely rapid changes of the transition period. The frozen time and spatial isolation of the socialist period have been substituted by a time that is considerably speeded up, in which the deconstruction of old structures and the building of new ones represents a simultaneous necessity. 

The exhibition at Galeria Plan B focuses on the experimental direction of Romanian art of the 80s and 90s, manifestations of which are discernible in various media and genre such as photography, video, installation, action and performance and digital art. The selection is motivated by the fact that the relationship between art and society is more accessible through these particular forms of art practice . Before 1989 this orientation - characterized by an experimental attitude towards creation and visual language, historical sensitiveness, personal mythologies and political message – benefited from minimum publicity; not being able to control subjectivity and linguistic innovation, the communist power considered them dangerous and refused to tolerate such manifestations. After '89 and throughout the first half of the 90s, there was an explosion in the growth of artists working with experimental and new media. These art forms interfaced well with the “ad-hoc” demands of the local art scene: the artists’ need to express their sense of social and political responsibility, to establish communication with the public and to connect with the international art scene. 

The exhibition does not seek to create an exhaustive reconstruction of the art of the period, nor is it based on a strictly documentary perspective. By bringing works of art to the foreground, and by developing the connections among them – fostered by groupings around themes such as experiment, city, history, memory, individual and collective responsibility, artist, studio/laboratory – the curatorial approach proposes a re-evaluation of artworks freed from the aura generated by their immediate history. At the same time, the selected artworks call forth multiple possibilities of reconstructing their historical context. Expanding beyond the usual exhibition area, the presentation makes use of the atmosphere and signifying potential of the gallery’s annex spaces such as the lobby, the depot, the hall and the studio. 

Though it might keep a low profile in this show, history is however present. As the exhibition’s title suggests, it “comes knocking”, thus signalling the necessity of historicising the art product from a perspective in which the communist past ceases to retain purchase over the perception of the present. 

Judit Angel 
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Alexandru Antik born 1950 in Reghin, Romania, lives and works in Cluj, Romania. His recent personal exhibitions include Memory of the embryonic forms and their transcriptions at Hungarian Fine Arts University Gallery in Budapest (2008), and Articulation Error at MODEM Centre for Modern and Contemporary Arts in Debrecen, Hungary (2008), and Zambacalamba Net at Performance Art Institute, San Francisco (2010).

Sándor Bartha born 1962 in Odorheiu-Secuiesc, Romania, lives and works in Budapest. In 2001 he participated in the Context Network project at the Romanian Pavilion, Venice Biennial. His recent personal exhibitions include Passage, Project Room, Ludwig Museum - Museum of Contemporary Art, Budapest and Let’s make a Better Disneyland, Liget Gallery, Budapest.

Rudolf Bone born 1951 in Oradea, Romania, lives and works in Oradea. His recent personal exhibitions include Square temptations at Grotto Gallery in Oradea, B.O.N.E. square 2 at Visual Gallery in Oradea, Expansion at East mill Gallery in Oradea, Memory of form at Konstant Gallery in Oradea, DICE at Galeria Plan B in Berlin, and the video group show Border(less) organized by Visualconteiner at Visual Gallery in Oradea.
Călin Dan born 1955 in Arad, Romania, based in Amsterdam. His work has been showcased in international film festivals (Osnabrück, Oberhausen, Rotterdam, La Rochelle), art biennales (Venice, Sao Paolo, Istanbul, Berlin, Sydney), art museums and galleries in Europe, the USA and Australia. In 2000, he received the media prize of the Split Film festival, and in 2001 he was awarded the prize of Videonale Bonn. Călin’s work is in various public collections throughout Europe. His videos are distributed currently by Video Data Bank, Chicago.

Mircea Florian born 1949 in Satu-Mare / Sathmar, Romania, lives and works in Düsseldorf, Germany, Sathmar / Satu-Mare and Bucharest. His work, always centered on sound, music and poetry includes virtuals and kinetics, performance, urban art and mapping projections. Presented all over the world, his work is now present in public and private collections throughout Europe and the USA.

 

Teodor Graur born 1953 in Pogăceaua, Romania, lives and works in Bucharest. His work has been exhibited in international biennials such as: Venice, Romanian Pavilion (1997, 2001), Sao Paulo (1994), Istanbul (1995). His personal exhibitions include Remodern, The Old Court Gallery, Bucharest (2010), Made in East Europe, Fabs Gallery, Warsaw; Persona, Galeria Nouă, Bucharest (2006), The Forgotten Room, HT003 Gallery, Bucharest (2005), T. G. – Works of the 80s & the 90s, author's collection, HT003 Gallery, Bucharest (2004), and the group shows Shake the Limits, Kalinderu MediaLab, Bucharest, Opening MNAC, Bucharest (2004), Blood & Honey – Future’s in the Balkans, Sammlung Essl, Vienna, Towers of Babel, art action, The State Museum, Mainz (2003), In Search of Balkania, Neue Galerie, Graz (2002), Transitionland, The National Museum of Art, Bucharest (2000). Recent performances includes Performance in the show (with the play Pupilija, Papa Pupilo and the Pupilceks - Theater Maska, Ljubljana, director: Janez Jansa), CND, Bucharest (2008).

Ion Grigorescu born 1945, lives and works in Bucharest. His recent exhibitions include Subversive practices, Trafó Gallery, Budapest, Promesses du passé, Centre Pompidou, 4th Biennale Berlin, Gregor Podnar Gallery, Berlin, Bienala Bucureştiului, Bucharest and Stockholm, Agents and Provocateurs, Hartware Medien Kunstverein, Dortmund, Romanian Cultural Resolution, Spinnerei, Leipzig, Frieze Art Fair, London (2010), In the Body of the Victim, retrospective Modern Art Museum Warsaw, Subversive Practices, Württembergischer Kunstverein Stuttgart, Agents et Provocateurs, Dunaújváros, Gender Check, MUMOK, Vienna, The poor people are fending for themselves, Angels Barcelona, Lili Dujourie and Ion Grigorescu, Ludlow 38, New York (2009), Resources, with Geta Brătescu, MNAC Bucharest, Documenta 12, Kassel (2007).

Kinema Ikon since 1970, multimedia atelier at the Art Museum of Arad, Romania has undergone different stages: experimental film (1970-1989), mixed media (1990-1993), hypermedia (1994-2005) and from 2006, hypermedia and hybrid media. The group publishes periodically the Intermedia magazine. Commedia del Multimedia (authors): George Săbău, Judit Angel, Caius Grozav, Liliana Trandabur, Mitzi Kapture, Ioan Ciorba, Romulus Bucur, Peter Hügel, Călin Man.

Iosif Király born1957 in Reşiţa, Romania, lives in Bucharest. MA in architecture and PhD in visual arts. From 1990 involved in various art projects, independently and in the art group subREAL. Since 2000, collaboration with a group of architects on topics related to the changes in daily life and urban environment in post-communist Romania. Founding member of the department of Photography and Time-based Media Art at the National University of Arts, Bucharest. 
Călin Man born 1961 in Arad, Romania, lives and works in Arad. Chief-editor and designer of Intermedia magazine; member of Kinema Ikon group. Works on cd-rom, net.art, hypermedia installation. Participates in many international digital art exhibitions and festivals all over the world (Venice Biennial, ISEA revelation, Sao Paulo Biennial, Centre G. Pompidou).

Dan Mihălţianu born 1954 in Bucharest, lives and works in Bucharest, Berlin and Bergen. His most recent projects include Plaques tournantes at Haus der Kulturen der Welt Berlin / Bayer Kultur Leverkusen (2010), Production / Consumption / Alienation at IKM Galleri - Interkulturelt Museum Oslo (2009) and Divided Files at Galleri 3.14, Bergen (2008). 

Wanda Mihuleac born 1946 in Bucharest, lives and work in Paris. Studies: MA and D.E.A, Paris I Sorbonne University. International art biennials: XXXVIth Venice Biennale, the XIIth Paris Biennale, the XIXth Sao Paolo Biennale, Brazil, Impact Art Festival Kyoto, Japan. Solo exhibitions in Museums: Art Museum, Bucharest, Georges Pompidou Center, Paris, Ledoux Foundation, Arc-et-Senans, France and 28 solo exhibitions in the galleries in Paris, Tokyo, Bucharest, New York, Athèns, Geneve, St.Etienne. Chief-editor of les Editions Transignum, Paris.

Andrei Oişteanu born 1948, lives in Bucharest. In the 80s and 90s he practiced visual arts, participating in exhibitions with collages, assemblages of objects, installations, mail art, happenings, artist's books. Researcher at the Institute for History of Religions. His latest books: Religion, Politics and Myth (2007), Il diluvio, il drago e il labirinto: Studi di magia e mitologia europea (Verona, 2008), Inventing the Jew: Antisemitic Stereotypes in Central-East European Cultures (University of Nebraska Press, 2009), Narcotics in Romanian Culture (2010), Konstruktionen des Judenbildes (Berlin, 2010).

Miklos Onucsan born 1953 in Gherla, Romania, lives and works in Oradea, Romania. His recent personal exhibitions include Markings of the Working Area at Mihai Nicodim Gallery in Los Angeles, What I Have to Do Tomorrow I Should Have Done Yesterday at Galeria Plan B in Berlin, and the group shows Invisible Body, Conspicuous Mind at Luckman Gallery in Los Angeles and I’ve Watered a Horseshoe as if It Were a Flower at Mihai Nicodim Gallery in Los Angeles.

Eugenia Pop I was (also) born in 1945. I am already 65. I once graduated from the Art Academy in Cluj. I have "installed" 17 personal exhibitions. Awards: I got them at home and around the world. I support those with a connection to ceramics. I improvise ovens. I'm searching for harmony with The Essence, The Truth. It's difficult, it's beautiful.

Decebal Scriba born 1944 in Braşov, Romania, lives and works in Avon, France. Works on conceptual photography, installation, performance, photography, mixed media. Participates in art exhibitions in Brazil, France, Poland, Romania, Slovenia. Present in public and private collections in Europe and the USA. 

Nadina Scriba born 1952 in Bucharest, lives and works in Avon, France. Works on conceptual photography, installation, performance, mixed media. Participates at art exhibitions in France and Romania. Recent personal exhibition as part of Heritage Days in Avon. Present in private collections in France and Romania.

Dan Stanciu born in 1952 in Lugoj, Romania, lives and works in Bucharest. In the 70s and 80s, he took part in several experimental exhibitions and collaborative manifestations. Since the 90s, he has rarely exhibited, and has rather worked for himself or wrote poetry. In 2008, he took part in the international exhibition O Reverso do Olhar (The Reverse of the Look. Surrealism Today) in Coimbra, Portugal. 

subREAL established 1990 in Bucharest; members: Călin Dan, Iosif Király, and Dan Mihălţianu until 1993. Active in installation, performance, conceptual photography, video and publications. Their work has been circulating in all major biennials and thematic exhibitions of the 90s, and is now present in public and private collections throughout Europe and the USA.

László Újvárossy born 1955 in Ditrău, Romania, lives and works in Oradea, Romania. Specialized in visual communication, installation, conceptual photography and publications. Since 1980 he has participated in biennials in Ljubljana, Kanagawa, Kairo, Varna and recently in the exhibitions Partition - Intermedia, Modem Gallery, Debrecen, Hungary, Nature Art, Pre-Biennale Geumgang, Korea, Documenting in between natures, Oradea Gallery, Romania.

Sorin Vreme born 1962 in Timişoara, Romania, lives and works in Timişoara. Works on video, sound and video installation. His projects include As Time Goes By at .(point) Gallery Timişoara (2004), Neverending Youth and Life Without Death at Venice Biennial (1997), Knot at Inter(n) Art Museum of Arad (1995).

� Among others one may mention here the Kontakt collection of Erste Stiftung (Austria), the curatorial and publishing activity of tranzit.org (Austria, Slovakia, The Chech Republic and Hungary), WHW group (Zagreb), and that of the Muzeum Sztuki from Lodz.





